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Themes in African American History in New Jersey

• Great Migration
• Black Women
• Civil Rights Movement
• Gentrification



Great Migration

• Phase I (1910-1940)
• Phase II (1940-1970)
• Reasons:
-Crop failures
-Jim Crow
-WW I & WW II
-Economic opportunity

**132% increase in Black Population (1910-1930)



Great Migration to New Jersey

• Atlantic City
• Trenton
• Camden 
• Newark**



Social Effects of Migration

• Ghettos
• Low wage labor
• De facto segregation
• Blockbusting
• Redlining
• Restrictive covenants 
• Federal subsidies 

financed segregation**
• Suburbanization



Sara Spencer Washington (1889-1953)



Apex Beauty School (1976)



Graduating Class at Apex (1946)



Anna Arnold Hedgeman (1899-1990)

-FEPC Executive Director
-MOWM
-March on Washington
-NOW





Marion Thompson Wright (1905-1961)



Hedgepeth-Williams v. Trenton Board of Education (1944)



New Jersey Constitution (1947)



New Jersey Civil Rights Act (1949)



Sources
• Atlantic City Public Library, Sara Spencer Washington Collection, 

Atlantic City, New Jersey

• New Jersey State Archives, Urban Colored Population Commission 
Papers, Trenton, New Jersey

• Moorland Spingarn Center, Howard University, Photographs and 
Prints Collection, Washington, D.C.

• New Jersey Historical Society, Florence Spearing Randolph 
Collection, Newark, New Jersey

• Yale University, Lester Granger Papers, New Haven, Connecticut 

• Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture (various collections)
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