New Jersey History and African-
American History, The Early Years

Richard Veit, Ph.D.
Monmouth University
Department of History and Anthropology

732-263-5699


mailto:rveit@monmouth.edu

=
z




EAST .vo WEST
JERSEY
1004 -1702




Sports’

loyalties




:,

%

:w LR s, N F T TR ;)
:::é :_ 0 PCR R W
f_. .,,...._ ITHINEIES ~on = |
B 7
:..b
el
L] .__.an .
L & \ ¥
- ; ._._1. - I _. s i
. G i 7
T 2
i ) i I
| | m.. L = S
it - =
> 1\ Ferg _u,__h_u._ﬁ___.;m.ﬁ,__.:__._.. R R

_ A

i

]



Henry Hudson




LY
- -







/((’(072(( 10714 5

i andd. {/ recrrrerils|
| U/{/’( k?) 120P1 elor: f’
[Q W1 ((’/m/([c’} s and
//z/w{u beer /’r(j (e
/7 O(V/Zu af /¢ 7(/12
Ll ey j('v 7
%]71(] L.
4 f;apiu y

)Cg Yo )oli[&llfﬂlhﬂi(lu l’!":

' Hh [‘K!f _P “]&Hf st{-ttls!lt Hlﬂf Q)




Colonial New Jersey

Primarily Agricultural and Rural
Small Industries: Mills, Ironworks, Glassworks

Religious Diversity: Quaker, Baptist, Presbyterian,
Dutch Reformed, Moravians

Ethnic Diversity: Dutch, English, Scottish, Swedish,
German

Distinct Regional Cultures
Enslaved People Present from Colony’s Inception






Timeline

1620s Fort Nassau on the Delaware
1640s Pavonia/Jersey City

1664 Concessions and Agreement, offered
additional land to settlers who brought enslaved
people with them (60 acres per person)

Most enslaved people came from the West
Indies, and West Africa

1704 “Slave Code” Prohibited owning property by
enslaved or free African Americans.



Settlement Schemes Encouraged Slavery

* Enslaved people were indispensable for
constructing houses and clearing the land

* Enslaved people played a key role in the
region’s economy

e African Americans and Native Americans were
Enslaved



Key Locales

* Enslaved people were sold in Perth Amboy
and Camden




"TO BE SOLD,

On board the Schooner 'Hannah,' lying in the
River Delaware, very near Mr. Daniel Cooper's
Ferry, West Jersey, opposite the City of
Philadelphia, A Cargo of likely Negroes, just
imported in said Schooner, directly from the
Coast of Guinea."

(From The Pennsylvania Journal, May 27, 1762)

"Just imported from the River Gambia, in the
Schooner 'Sally' Barnard Badger, Master, and
to be sold at the Upper-Ferry (called Benjamin
Cooper's Ferry), opposite to this City, a Parcel
of likely Men and Women Slaves, with some
Boys and Girls of different Ages."

(From The Pennsylvania Gazette, August 19,
1762)



Popaw

Notice is hereby given that there is come to the
house of John Leonards at South River Bridge, near
Amboy...a Negro man, who was forced to said
house for want of sustenance. He is a middle-sized
man, talks no English or feigns that he cannot. He
calls himself Popaw. His teeth seem to be filed or
whet sharp. He will not tell his master’s name.
Whoever owns the said Negro may have him from
the said Leonard on coming or sending for, paying
according to reward (if any be)...and also
reasonably for his diet till fetched.



Tinton Falls

_ewis Morris’ had approximately 70 slaves on
nis Tinton Falls plantation

He also employed free whites, indentured
whites, and Indians



Tinton Falls lronworks
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Slave Conspiracies

1695, Passage Point, Jeremy and Agbee
1734, Somerville

1741, Hackensack

1772, Perth Amboy

1779, Elizabethtown



Characteristics of Slavery

Slaves were treated as property
Exceedingly harsh laws governed behavior

They cou
They cou
They cou
They cou

They cou
from home

C

C
C
C
C

be sold from their families

be willed

not be citizens

not buy alcohol

not travel more than five miles



Holidays and Religion

Dutch Reformed Church was conflicted over
slave holding

Anglicans attempted to convert slaves and
Native Americans to Christianity

Quakers advocated freeing slaves

Traditional Afro-Caribbean religious belief
systems persisted

Pinkster was celebrated






The American Revolution
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* Colonel Tye (Titus Corlies) f?"‘w&
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1he Sandy Hook Lighthouse

During The American Revolution
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Small Farm Slavery

By the 18 century there was a substantial
African American population

Most individuals lived on small farms of 50-
400 acres

Some individuals were highly skilled

They often lived in the same houses as
SN ENES

They resisted slavery, overtly and covertly



. South Bound Brook

The Staats House
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Marlpit Hall, Middletown
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Isabella Wallace with her son John and daughter Marv Etta

posed on 12 August 1889 in the service courtyard at Orchard
§ Marv Holmes Tavlor II in her wheelchair, accompanied by daughter Mary Holmes Taylor III on

] the left. The chair is being pushed by John Wallace, with his wife Isabella standing behind. At the
Edward Taylor photograph. Taylor Family Papers. right is an unidentified servant. Photograph taken on 17 September 1892 by Edward
Taylor Family Papers.

Home. One of ten images of Wallace family members taken.




Gradua

| Emancipation Act of 1804

Any children born of enslaved parents after July
4, 1804, freed after serving an apprenticeship to

their mot

her’s owner.

Women freed at 21

Males fre

Individua
and coulo

18 such a
Thirteent

ed at 25

s born before 1804 might not be freed
remains “apprentices for life”

oprentices in 1860
h Amendment in 1865 ended slavery in

New Jersey.
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Building Communities

Black
Settlements

Peter Mott House, Lawnside




Timbuctoo
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ica
1664 The Concessions and Agreements, the constitution governing the establishment
8 g
Woodstown of New Jersey, encouraged slavery by granting land to owners who importe d slaves
V W

1667 Legislation enacted that prohibited transporting or harboring a slave who had left
his or her owner without permission

New Jersey was divided into two provinces-

East Jersey and West Jersey. ‘
Most slaves were then in the more economically advanced West Jersey

167¢€

1702 New Jersey became a royal colony and the importation of slaves was encouraged ‘

Greenwich

1786 Legislation enacted that essentially banned the further importation of slaves

Port Elizabeth o holition law of 1804 gradually resulted in free blacks outnumbering slaves. ‘

Mauricetown °

1820 The at

1830 Signaling the rise

[ ] of radical abolitionism, the Unde rground Railroad began
Part Norris |

1833 Slavery was abolished in the British Empire, making C anada a safe settlement |

% area for runaway slaves traveling via the Underground Railroad.
1865 T hirteenth Amendment was catified, bringing anend to slavery in America ‘
) /
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To Learn More

* NJ Digital Highway:

;!.F‘L-' o .“t'o'.
<. Abolition
: Slavery and Freedom in 1\__‘:1' krﬁc';‘lml%s

James J. Gi;lganti.no_. 11

Stories of Slavery

i NEW JERSEY
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